“How can a Jew and a Catholic get married?”

“Will we be able to share our faiths?”

“What about the children?”

Since 1988, over one thousand interfaith couples in the Chicago area have found a place to explore these and many other questions about their relationships and hopes for the future: the Jewish Catholic Dialogue Group. 

We are not a “Catholic” or a “Jewish” group.  There are no agendas;  no emphasis is placed on one faith over the other.  The group welcomes any interfaith couple with a spirit of acceptance and respect for both of our faith traditions.  Our activities are intended to help Catholics and Jews continue living in their respective faiths by sharing information, experiences, and support.  

We welcome you…

…whether you are just dating, planning a wedding, establishing a family, or married for many years.  You need not be a Jewish-Catholic couple;  some of our members are Jewish and Christian.   Parents and extended family members are welcome at our meetings and events, as are those whose partners are unable to attend.  

Upon joining the group, you may wish to be contacted by a welcoming couple.  They can answer your questions, put you in contact with the group’s resources, join you at meetings, or meet in person with you and your partner.   

The group is run by the members, and administered by a Leadership Committee.  All members are welcome to attend Leadership Committee meetings. 

Independent of Synagogue or Church -- but Supported by Clergy
Over the years we have been blessed by the support and friendship of both Catholic and Jewish clergy, currently including Rev. Bernie Pietrzak of St. Raymond’s Church in Mt. Prospect and Rabbi Misha Tillman of Congregation Am Chai in Hoffman Estates.  

Most of our events take place at one of the two Catholic churches that have welcomed members of our group for many years:  Old St. Patrick’s Church in downtown Chicago, and St. Raymond’s in the northwest suburbs (for directions, see our website at www.jcdg.org).  

Meetings and Events

Events (held at least once each month) follow one of four formats:

· Members’ Evenings give couples the opportunity to meet, either in a large or small group setting, to explore the successes and pitfalls of interfaith relationships, such as dating, weddings, in-laws, family life, and raising children.

· Wedding Preparation Meetings are held several times a year.  A rabbi and priest discuss the major aspects of creating an interfaith wedding ceremony. Then, engaged couples meet in small group discussions, facilitated by married couples.

· At Educational Meetings, speakers discuss theological or holiday-related topics, such as Christianity's roots in Judaism, Christmas and Chanukah, Passover and the Easter season, or the Jewish High Holidays.  Each year, the ecumenical life and scholarship of Fr. Dan Montalbano, one of the group’s founders, is remembered through a talk by guest speakers.

· Celebrations and Special Events offer members the opportunity to get to know other couples informally in a festive atmosphere.   These include our annual interfaith Seder (held on a Sunday afternoon before Passover actually begins) a Thansgiving celebration and other special events.   
Why a “Dialogue Group?”
We believe that it is through open dialogue and acceptance of differing views that we learn from each other – about our faiths, and about interfaith relationships.  Indeed, at many of our events, the dialogue only begins.  Couples often say that their most important discussions take place on the ride home. 

When committing to an interfaith relationship, couples often experience one of two reactions.  For some, religious differences can seem too difficult to negotiate, so they simply downplay its importance. Yet others discover that in the process of introducing their faith to their partner, they often “rediscover” their own. Indeed, It is then that they are met with questions and explorations that many same-faith couples never face. 
While we do not offer interfaith worship services, the group can help members to be more comfortable worshiping together in either church or synagogue, while gaining a deeper understanding of each faith’s similarities and differences.
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Interfaith Pathways for Families

Many of our members share hopes as well as concerns about the religious choices they will make as a family, and the religious formation of children.  Whatever pathway you and your partner decide to follow, the experience can be richer and more rewarding with the support and friendship of other interfaith families, and the presence and guidance of understanding clergy.  These connections are available through continued participation in the Dialogue Group, or through two affiliated organizations that provide specialized forms of networking, religious formation, and educational support for interfaith families with children.  

· The Interfaith Union (formerly the Chicago Forum) offers parents of newborns and young children the opportunity to participate in combined Baby Naming and Christening Ceremonies, held for groups of families several times each year.  They also sponsor an “Under 5’s” group.  Members meet regularly to form friendships, share ideas on interfaith family life, and teach young children about God and the principles of both of our religious traditions.  More information is available at (www.theinterfaithunion.org)
· For families with children in grades K-8, the Family School of Chicago is a religious education program that meets approximately every other Sunday at Old St. Patrick’s Church. Both Judaism and Catholicism are taught in an integrated curriculum, with parents teaching classes on a rotating basis. The enrollment deadline for each school year is August 1. For more information, follow the link on the Dialogue Group website (www.jcdg.org). 
The question, "Can this interfaith marriage or relationship work?" will always exist.  We will continue to search for answers from our traditions, and from the energy, creativity and faith of those we meet.
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The Dialogue Group is self-supporting.  There are annual membership dues per couple or family.  For more information, please see our newsletter or website at www.jcdg.org or call 708-802-1620.
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